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for scholars to rehandle it. The introduction of cheap printing in
Lower Burma was of the utmost importance to the drama. Printing
had been known to the Burmese long before the British administered
Lower Burma, but it was an expensive and laborious affair. The
British introduced cheap and efficient printing presses, worked by
cheap but skilled Indian labour. Once the stage of transition had
been completed and economic prosperity had returned, printing spread
all over Lower Burma and widened the circle of admirers of the
drama, encouraged the study of the great plays in their original form
as distinct from the modified versions of the professional actors, and
created a public eager not only to see but also to read plays. As a
result of these various causes scholars began writing plays again after
IS75, but their efforts were not very successful until Saya Yaw in
IS77 wrote and produced his History of Thaton.

2.   THE HISTORY OF THATOX

Saya Yaw's story is remarkably original. In order that the
question of succession should be settled beforehand, the young
king of Thaton is advised by his ministers to take a consort
without delay, and he promises to consider the matter. In the next
scene, a brother and sister, belonging to a semi-civilized tribe on a
neighbouring mountain, are entering the city to seek employment,
for they have been starving since the death of their parents. The
scene shifts to the centre of the city, where a rich nobleman and his
wife are quarrelling and blaming each other, because they have no
children to inherit their wealth. The characters are comic, and the
scene is humorous. As they stand shouting at each other, the brother
and sister pass by, and they are struck by the girl's beauty and the
young man's nobility of bearing. When they discover that the stran-
gers are without parents and are looking for employment, they, in great
jo\', adopt them as son and daughter. In the next scene, merchants
from the Shan hills arrive at the city, singing and dancing their
own songs and dances. They soon dispose of their wares, and
they are making preparations to leave when the brother arrives.
He becomes friendly with the merchants, and after listening to their
tales of romance and adventure in their hills, he decides to accompany
them to their home. He asks permission to go from his foster-parents
and his sister, who reluctantly let him go. The foster-parents cry, and
the brother and sister bid farewell to each other in songs of great
tenderness. In the next scene, the chieftain of a Shan state is sorely